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impetus for the creation of a rock band. For
MN.E.D., a band made up of gynecological
oncology surgeons from across the country, there
probably wasnt a better opportunity. Frankly,
thera probably wasn't any another opportunity.,

Amedical society convention isn't often the

When the idea was concelved that a bunch
of wayward musiclans surgeons could get
togethaer and parform er songs to entartain
the convantion's medical masses, there were
hesitations.

“"Most of us didn't know each other well”™
says John Bogges sociate professor of ob-
stetrics and gynecology at the University of
Morth Carclina School of Medicine by day and
lead singer and guitarist for NL.E.D. by night.
“We were reluctant but we all knew music. We
rehearsed for a day and a half and performed in
frant of 1,000 people. It went great, Eventually wg
thought, *What if we 1ook this more seriously?’
And so the group began the transition from being
a novelty band to an honest to goodness rock
& roll outlit, They got tegether and, despite six
very busy schedules from various time zones,
managed to come up with 20 original rock lunes
that they then pitehed 1o Motema Records.

“[Motemna) is primarly a Jazz label" s
Boggess, “bul they have connections to
raising efforts through the jazz foundation
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No Evidence Of Disease

Cancer Surgeons Rock Out

MNew York. Our drummer and famale singer weni
lo their offices, sat there with a guitar, played
aur music and convinced them we had merit.”
Motema took ME.D. under their wing and set
thaem up to record with producer Marlo Mchu ity
(David Bowie, Linkin Park, Fall Out Boy). Bog-
gess explains that the music was designed
1o be appealing 1o all people. The lyrics were
kept ambiguous so as not to force N.E.D. into a
narrow niche. Boggess says the musicians are
siill developing as a band and going through the
hard work and growling pains most acts endure
in ordar to earn the respect of their listenars.
The singer says the players hope to gain fans
because of the music and not only the cause.

Still, at the heart of the tunes, there is the
theme of the cancer axperience,

“Patients who have been alfected lesl very
appreciative that there is music being made
[for them]" says Boggess, "We are more than
just phv*rlanc We are here In support of what
they're going through. Gynecological cancer is a
silent one that doesn't get talked about. Patients
really appreciate that we represent them. They
are exciled and energized by the fact that their
doctars aren't just physiclans. We have a range
of emotions and are willing to spend our exira
time to benefit them." Bogg axplainsg that
these patlents buy the albums for themselves
and for their loved ones, to give insight into
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their experences from the mouths of their own

doctors.

“The CD has changed things In my clinic ex-
perlence,” Boggess says. “Now when | come
to work to do cancer clinics, | have to fake care
of the patients and auto a|:|h CDs." Not only is

n 1o, those are also the three letlers cancer
patients most hope 1o read, N.E.D. stands for
Mo Evidence of Diseasa, and is what a r:.!u{:tur

i art when the disease
qgone into remission. It signifies hope and a new
beginning, which far too many patients don’t live
1o experisnce.

The doctors in N.E.D. confinue the fight for
their patients, both at the hospital and in the
recording studio. But would these docs consider
ditching thair scrubs for studs and living the lives
of rock stars? Boggess says, “That's a problam
we'd love to have.”

N.E.Ds album |s available for purchase at
major digital retailers, Check out the band’s web-
site at www.nedtheband.com for band info, as
well as important information on gynacological
cancer.
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